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      Waves, Ripples & Hellos 
 

St. Andrewôs United Church  Christmas 2009 newsletter@standrewsunited.org 

The Editorõs Note: 

What a difference a year makes! 

Waves, Ripples & Hellos edition 

Christmas 2008 began with words 

that were innocent of what was to 

become our great worry and pre 

occupation in 2009. Those words 

were: ―spread the (Advent) virus‖ 

– not ideal expressions of levity for 

this year!  

However the Advent message 

would still apply. Be alert for 

symptoms of Hope, Peace, Joy and 

Love. 

I hope you have noticed the 

absence of the fall edition of 

Waves and that you missed it! 

Read about the tea towels in 

Nancy‘s report of this year‘s 

Church Supper – the so-called 

Editor must be like unto the tea 

towels  (although ‗holy‘ wouldn‘t 

be a useful pun in her case). 

According to Malcolm Gladwell 

who writes in his book, Outliers, 

there are three qualities that work 

has to have if it is to be satisfying. 

Those three things are: autonomy, 

complexity, and a connection 

between effort and reward.  

Well, presenting the newsletter for 

our church must not be work nor 

should your recognition be our 

only reward!!!  We have a feeling 

of reward when the last envelope is 

stuffed, licked, and stamped! 

Carol Edwards 

Editor of Waves, Ripples & Hellos 

 

Message from Andrea 

ñHope shines as the solitary star.  

Faith is the inner light. 

You and I together mirror the 

Light of Lights, 

and illumine the pathway home.ò 

This is the song, from our More 

Voices songbook, that we will be 

singing when we light our Advent 

candles each Sunday this Advent 

season.     

Advent is a season of preparing to 

receive God.  We‘ve forgotten 

what that means.  The mystics tell 

us that if we prepare, if we open 

our hearts, if we surrender to the 

guidance God wants to give us, to 

the love and light that God wants 

to pour through our being, that we 

will indeed encounter the one who 

comes to earth and sleeps in a 

manger. 

The Advent season, actually, tends 

to be a really busy time, one of 

focusing on a myriad of details.  

We jostle our way through stores, 

Christmas events, to do lists, with 

barely a chance to take a breath.   

Or, if we are not ‗up to doing all 

the Christmas things‘, we can feel 

bereft, cheated of ‗Christmas 

happiness‘. 

 

Jesus came, and Jesus still comes, 

to speak to us in a whisper,  

to touch us with the tiny hand of a 

baby,  

to fill us with the light of a 

heavenly star, 

to illumine our pathway home. 

 

To prepare, is to pause, to breathe, 

to stand in awe, to delight in a 

moment in time, to simply be.  

Allow yourself to be drawn to such 

moments, and dwell in such 

moments.  Perhaps it will be time 

spent with grandchildren, time 

listening to your favourite music, 

time savouring Christmas foods or 

special memories, or time sitting 

quietly. 

Perhaps you will find yourself at 

the Advent Eventide – an evening 

of Celtic music in preparation for 

Christmas, [at 7:00pm on Sunday, 

December 6th at St. Andrew's 

United Church, Martintown].  

Perhaps you will enjoy another 

special evening at the Christmas 

Eve Service [at 8:00pm on 

Thursday, December 24th at St. 

Andrew's United Church, 

Williamstown].  One brief 

evening, in a beautiful sanctuary, 

lit with candles or kerosene lamps, 

listening to harp, violin or piano, 

and to ‗the voices of angels‘ can 

transform the season for us.  A 

peace and delight can settle into 

our hearts, enabling us to let go of 

the unimportant things, and to 

embrace the true gifts of 

Christmas.   

Blessings to all of you, as you 

prepare for Christmas. 

 

Rev. Andrea Harrison 
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Advent Services: 

Advent 1: Hope 

November 29 - Lorna McKendry 

A service in celebration of St. 

Andrew.   Get out your tartans to 

wear  - a scarf, a scrap of tartan or 

a kilt! 

Saint Andrew, one of the 12 

apostles of Jesus Christ and the 

brother of Simon (later the apostle 

Peter). A Galilean fisher, Andrew 

was originally a disciple of John 

the Baptist. According to tradition, 

Andrew was crucified at Patras, in 

Achaea, on an X-shaped cross. He 

is the patron saint of Russia, 

Greece, and Scotland. His feast 

day is November 30. 

 

Advent 2: Peace 

December 6 - Rev. Andrea 

Harrison 

 

Advent 3: Joy 

December 13 - Christmas Pageant  

This Sunday is also White Gift 

Sunday – please bring gifts of non-

perishable food items in white 

bags or donations in white 

envelopes.   

We will be serving coffee and 

goodies after church on December 

13.   Please join us and help show 

the children how much we enjoyed 

their performance 

 

Advent 4:  Love 

December 20 – Rev Andrea 

Harrison.  Communion. 

 

 

December 24
th
 Christmas Eve 

Service at 8:00 pm 

Rev. Andrea Harrison 

 

December 27
th
 Worship at 9:30 

Lorna McKendry 

 

Announcements: 

Advent Eventide ï Martintown 

Dec 6
th
 at 7 pm 

An evening of Celtic music in 

preparation for Christmas.  

Featuring Ian Hepburn (harpist); 

Irina Kotlyar (violinist); soloists: 

Luane Doyle, Andrée Hunter, 

Maryanne Kampouris; and  reader, 

Keith Klingen.  

Light refreshments to follow.  

Free-will offering.   

 

The Observer 

The United Church Observer 

subscriptions will be due early in 

the New Year but Eleanor would 

welcome your subscription 

anytime now. The cost will be $20 

this year. There will be an 

envelope in with your 2009 

envelopes or she will be happy to 

give you one. She can be reached 

at 613 347-2622. Just drop your 

envelope in the offering plate. 

 

Reminders from the Treasurer 

If you would like to place flowers 

in the sanctuary over the Christmas 

season in memory of a loved one, 

please contact Jim Lewis (613 

347-1116) by December 13 with 

your donation and the name of the 

person to be remembered. This 

will give time for purchase and 

bulletin printing. 

Envelopes for 2010 will be given 

out in early December. If you do 

not have envelopes please speak to 

Jim or a Steward. 

The church books close on 

December 31 so please have all 

bills and contributions -for- receipt 

in before that date. 

 

Christmas Cheer 

Again this Christmas we will be 

making up bags of Christmas 

goodies for the shut-ins. If you 

know of someone who would 

enjoy a visit, a plant and some 

Christmas cheer please call Nancy 

at 613 347-3598. If you would like 

to help with a visit or goodies also 

call. We will be packing the bags 

on Dec 12 for pick up after church 

on Dec 13. 

 

 

 

McGregor Bequest 

McGregor Bequest request forms 

for funding from the McGregor 

Investment are now available at 

the entrance to the Church. 

Completed forms must be handed 

in to either Jay Woollven 613-347-
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3598 or Bill MacNaughton 613-

347-3618 by December 31, 2009 

so that they may to be considered 

by the Trustees in January for 

funding in 2010. Request forms 

will not be accepted after this date. 

Over the last year, funds from the 

McGregor fund have benefited a 

number of organizations.  Sunday 

School, the printing/mailing of this 

newsletter and the Pastoral Care 

team continue to be supported by 

the McGregor fund.  The other 

organizations include:  

 Hospice Cornwall  

 Cornwall Community 

Hospital 

 Wayne MacNaughton 

Building Fund 

 Free the Children:  Char-

Lan chapter 

 Wells for Well-Being 

(Sam‘s project) 

 

Funds were used to purchase 

the equipment to allow us to 

record our church services to 

share with those unable to 

attend and for the new steps 

outside of Irvine Hall.   
 

With these in mind – consider 

submitting a request on how the 

McGregor fund might help others 

in 2010. 

 

 

News from Presbytery: 

Lorna Grant is our rep at Seaway 

Valley Presbytery and is also the 

new Chair of the Official Board. 

Lorna, we are very grateful for 

your interest in these 

‗assignments‘. 

From experience as a Presbytery 

rep, I know this responsibility can 

be onerous or rewarding. It 

provides an opportunity to awaken 

and enlighten or to risk fatigue 

over long meetings and longer 

trails home. 

From Lorna ïat press time! 

Rev Gary Stokes and Carolyn 

McRae, members of the Pastoral 

and Oversight Committee met with 

members of the pastoral charge of 

Williamstown-Martintown. The 

triennial visit provides an 

opportunity for direct 

communication between 

congregations, ministry personnel 

and Seaway Valley Presbytery. 

The report describes Williamstown 

as an active congregation with a 

successful Sunday School and 

choir. The review committee 

recommended that we revisit our 

Mission Statement and develop 

specific goals. 

Free the Children: Children 
helping Children through 

Education 

News from the Char- Lan 

Chapter 

Ten years have passed since the 

start of our chapter at Char-Lan in 

Williamstown! In this anniversary 

year, fifteen of us went to WE Day 

in Toronto on October 5th. We sat 

two rows from the front at the Air 

Canada Centre with 16,000 other 

young people from Canada and 

some far-reaching corners of the 

earth. The atmosphere and 

vibrations in that place would 

make anyone believe that we truly 

could change the world. 

The web-site for We Day has this 

description: A one-of-a-kind event 

featuring inspirational speakers 

and entertainers. We Day is an 

annual celebration of the power of 

young people to change the world. 

Some of the featured speakers 

were: Pinball Clements, Robert 

Kennedy Jr. and founder, Craig 

Keilburger.  

Elie Wiesel, holocaust survivor 

and Nobel Laureate was one of the 

most memorable speakers 

The entertainers that made the 

rafters rock were the Jonas 

Brothers and the band Hedley. 

In recognition of achievements by 

the Char-Lan Chapter, two guest 

speakers and a workshop activity 

were made available to our local 

school. Lyn Larkin, the teacher 

advisor reports that the students 

were a very appreciative audience 

and that a waiting list for the 

workshops developed quickly as 

only twenty students could take 

part in the two workshop sessions 

which emphasized leadership skills 

and awareness of special needs 

throughout the world. 

Our chapter is working on a two 

year project to raise funds for a 

school in Kenya as well as medical 

supplies. We have raised $27,000! 

The Char-Lan Chapter wishes to 

offer special thanks for support 

from St. Andrew‘s United, 

Williamstown. 

- Notes from Lynn Larkin 

 

Editorôs Note: It is hard to believe 

that ten years have passed since 

Barbara McIntosh, as M&S 

Enthusiast said, ―Let‘s do 

something special – why not invite 

Craig Keilburger to come here and 

speak to us?‖ Not likely an 

accurate quote and we didn‘t 
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succeed in having Craig himself 

come to us but we had two young 

people from Free the Children 

speak to us and Lynn Larkin has 

carried the torch ever since. Well 

done, Lynn and glad to hear you 

have another teacher, Andy 

Rorabeck, willing to help you. 

 

Church Supper Report 

Again this year we had another 

successful Church Supper thanks 

in to the overwhelming response 

from the church family. We served 

about 430 happy diners.  

Thank you to all those who cooked 

and carved a turkey, peeled and 

cooked potatoes, cooked and 

mashed turnips, supplied cabbages, 

butter, tea, coffee, milk and the 

many other things we ask for.  

Sue Henssen and her willing 

workers ensured the chafing dishes 

were well filled. There was a wide 

variety of pies thanks to everyone 

asked. Cathy MacKay's crew of 

servers kept everyone well served 

and Bruce Overbury and Pat 

Larkin had the sinks well staffed.  

Bruce had a wonderful new 

contraption that he and Kerry 

McKay used to keep the sinks full 

of very hot water.  

The tea towels are getting well 

worn and if anyone finds some that 

they would like to contribute to our 

stash, it would allow us to retire 

some of the "holy" ones.  

Thank you Tina and her helpers for 

running the bake table and those 

who sent in baking.  

Altogether the evening raised over 

$4000 for the church. 

One small problem was the loss of 

the large orange plastic measuring 

cup. If you borrowed it, PLEASE 

return it to the hall. Yvette 

MacNaughton and the gravy crew 

would appreciate its return as it is 

vital to the gravy production. 

Please come in to the hall as soon 

as possible to pick up your pots, 

bowls or other containers. There 

are also some containers from last 

year's funeral receptions. We will 

be taking these things to Knox in 

the spring so please come in. 

Nancy Woollven 

 

 
 

 

Pastoral Care Team 

Help the Pastoral Care Team! 

Please pick up copies of the team‘s 

brochure and distribute liberally so 

that when and where ever needed, 

their services will be available.  

Many years ago, we at St. 

Andrew‘s attempted to distribute 

taped copies of Sunday worship 

services. How quickly technology 

has changed as evidenced in those 

first attempts that made use of 

cassette tapes.  

We are hopeful that compact discs 

will be useful for a longer period 

since we now have our worship 

available for anyone who is unable 

to join worship in ―person‖. We 

like to think that those people are 

joining us in ―spirit‖.  

When you are in church you will 

see Bruce Overbury (or a to-be-

trained substitute) sitting at the 

control panel with hi-tech ear 

―muffs‖ in place and modulating 

sound  to perfect the discs for easy 

listening. Special thanks, Bruce! 

The Pastoral Care Team invites 

you to help again by telling them 

of Anyone who would like to 

make use of this service. Karen 

Paavila can be reached (in church 

or at home at 613 525 1399) 

Bruce has built a ―mail box‖ which 

is on the vestry door to hold newly 

―minted‖ discs as there are made 

each Sunday. 

We have had very positive 

responses so far with our 

distribution of Worship at St. 

Andrew‘s. 

 Notes from Karen Paavila  

 

 

Sunday School: 

We are thrilled to have Mary 

McGregor as our leader for our 

children‘s education program.  

Mary is taking over from Jennifer 

Lafave who devoted the last 5 

years to bring new and interesting 

methods of teaching bible stories 

to the kids. 

Five years ago, we started the 

WoRM program – the Workshop 

Rotational Model for Sunday 

School.  At that point, Andrea, 

Edwina Billyk and Jennifer 

reviewed the many stories in the 

bible and selected 40 stories.  

These stories had good characters, 

interesting plot, and had good 

themes that were important for the 

children to learn. 

Ever been asked ―what is your 

favourite bible story?‖  Over a 6 

year period – we hope to give the 
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children at least 40 stories that they 

might see as being their favourite 

story.  

This fall, the 2 stories that were the 

focus were Moses and the burning 

bush and Zaccheus – the tax 

collector who climbed a sycamore 

tree to see Jesus.   

The children have played a TV 

reporter interviewing Moses on the 

events of the burning bush, 

completed a couple of crafts to 

create a burning bush.  They have 

played game in which everyone 

was given some play money and 

had to talk about how they felt 

when the tax collector – Cody – 

dressed in hat & trench coat – took 

it away from them. 

The children have just started the 

Christmas story by reading a 

unique take on the Christmas story 

(from the animals point of view). 

Just a review of the origins of the 

WoRM model! 

 

 

 

From the Rotation.org site:   

Here's the Workshop Rotation 

Model in a nutshell: Teach major 

Bible stories and concepts through 

kid-friendly multimedia 

workshops: an Art workshop, 

Drama, Music, Games, A-V, 

Puppets, Storytelling, Computers, 

and any other educational media 

you can get your hands on. Teach 

the same Bible story in all of the 

workshops for four or five weeks 

rotating the kids to a different 

workshop each week.  

Here's why it works: The 

Workshop Rotation Model 

concentrates on the major stories 

of the Bible over and over again. 

The model's philosophy recognizes 

that kids not only love repetition, 

but they need it to develop a 

lasting memory and understanding 

of content. The multi-intelligences 

(creative methods) approach in the 

model isn't a fad or merely kid-

friendly, it is calculated to take 

advantage of our student's God-

given thirst for multi-modal 

learning.  

Susan Edwards 

 

 

Odds and Ends: 

This is where Cordelia was wont to 

remark, but she has requested a 

transfer of ,membership. 

Despite no official report from the 

Stewards, let us recognize the 

‗walkable‘ steps to Irvine Hall. 

They admirably replace the former 

arrangement that demanded 

kinesthetic aptitude of a Wayne 

Gretzy type. I think the steps 

themselves were fine but the points 

of contact at top and bottom just 

didn‘t mesh.  However, the new 

platform is spacious enough to 

invite prolonged conversation. 

Some kudos to Mary MacGregor – 

the grandmothers (mothers too, I 

am sure) must have noticed Mary‘s 

calm and efficient skill 

demonstrated as she sat serenely 

between two of our boys who 

seemed poised for some 

interruptions in the front pew. 

Mary is the daughter of Sharon and 

Alpin MacGregor and grand 

daughter of Marion and Buddy 

MacNaughton. If you are 

especially new to our church 

community this makes Mary a 

niece of Shelley MacNaughton 

Seguin. 

We were newcomers to 

Williamstown 49 years ago and at 

that time Mary‘s Aunt Jean 

MacGregor was a star on the Char-

Lan Basketball team. Her paternal 

grandmother had been a deaconess 

in the Presbyterian Church over 

seventy years ago and worked with 

native peoples in Kenora, ON. 

Now you know why Mary has all 

those built-in skills.  

I want to take time to thank 

Malcolm Cumming for his 

extraordinary contribution.  His 

selection of music complement the 

messages we hear.  What a talent!  

Take time to listen – especially at 

the end of the service. 

 

Cards for Anyone? 

A reminder to folks- if they know 

of someone who needs a card for 

any reason- illness, birth, marriage, 

death, special birthday, thinking of 

you -you can think of more, Linda 

McDonell is waiting to be 

contacted at 613 347 2628 or 

lgmcd8@hotmail.com. 

After speaking with Linda about 

the above, I thought we better send 

Linda and Bruce a card of 

congratulations. I believe I have 

this right – they have five 

grandchildren under the age of 

one. Let me introduce you to:  

mailto:lgmcd8@hotmail.com
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Kale Alexandra daughter of 

Nathalie and Shane, a sister for 

Cowan and Brianna. 

Hannen Robert son of Carrie Lin 

and Rob Dionne, a brother to 

Marin and Linley. 

Twins, Clark and Brady born July 

17 to Martie and Carrie (Howes) 

who live at the ―rapids‖ on County 

Road 17. 

Maggie Rose born in September to 

Kirk and Eliane , a sister of Noah 

and Olivia. 

And I thought we must have the 

noisiest family dinners with nine 

grandchildren and a mere seven of 

them less than ten years old. 

 

More New Members  

Welcome! Welcome! Like the 

babies, let me introduce:  

Rose Tara O‘Brien Kippen and 

George Malcolm Kippen who 

joined St. Andrew‘s on March 29. 

On June 7
th
 Jeffery Anderson 

joined St.Andrew‘s 

On October 18
th
 Melanie Gray 

Woolley and Peter Woolley 

became members.  

Lucinda Forbes became a member 

of St. Andrew‘s through transfer of 

membership. 

Now readers will be well aware of 

the number of missed issues of 

Waves and I am thinking I have 

missed the welcome notice to other 

new members. 

We should send out a great thank 

you to Nancy Woollven who has 

almost completed a necessary 

update to our historic roll that 

records membership. 

 

Christmas Book Review: 

We have made our Christmas 

pilgrimage to an independent book 

store (Babar Books in Pointe 

Claire and Montreal) in search of 

the best in children‘s books. 

The Canadian Toy Testing Council 

announced its top 10 books for 

2010 in early November.  Here are 

a couple you might try!.  

Chicken, Pig, Cow 
Written and illustrated by Ruth Ohi. 

Ages 2-5. 

 

This engaging book for toddlers 

tells the story of three toy animals, 

Chicken, Pig and Cow, who love 

everything about their barnyard 

home made of Popsicle sticks—

except for Dog. When the trio go 

exploring, they learn about 

friendship and facing their fears. 

Simple text and colourful 

illustrations make this book a 

bedtime favourite.. 

A Royal Little Pest 
Written by Anita Reynolds 

MacArthur and illustrated by Karen 

Roy.  Ages 3-6. 

 

Prince Hayden MacCheeky is a 

royal prince who likes to tease and 

mimic his brothers and sisters. 

When they refuse to play with him, 

Prince Hayden must adjust his 

behaviour so that he becomes fun 

to be around. Children enjoy the 

distinctive, full-colour illustrations, 

which add a lot to the humour and 

plot of this book. 

The Little Toy Shop 
Written and illustrated by Frances 

Wolfe. Ages 3-6. 

 

At Kringle‘s Toy Shop, the owner 

helps every customer find just the 

right toy. When a box arrives at the 

shop with a stuffed bunny inside, 

Mr. Kringle determines to find him 

a home. Bunny soon makes fast 

friends with Teddy, a toy bear. 

Children enjoy this lovingly 

illustrated, sweet story about 

friendship and a little girl whose 

heart is big enough to cherish both 

toys. 

Good-Bye Marianne 
Written by Irene N. Watts and 

illustrated by Kathryn E. 

Shoemaker.  Ages 8-11. 

 

This 124-page graphic novel tells 

the quiet but moving tale of 11-

year-old Marianne, a Jewish girl 

living in Germany in 1938. She 

finds herself barred from school 

because of her religion, and the 

story follows her necessary flight 

from Berlin to England. The black-

and-white pencil drawings in this 

book capture the both the desperate 

times and the spark of hope as 

Marianne flees pre-War Nazi 

Germany. 

 

You might check this web-site to 

find more interesting childrens‘ 

books.    www.bookcentre.ca 

 

 
 

http://www.bookcentre.ca/
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We dedicate this puzzle to Arthur Craig.  I will miss his regular call with the answer to any puzzle included in the 

Waves newsletter. 

 

 
 


