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Don’t be frightened off by this huge piece of equipment in our front yard over the 

next little while. It’s all about major repairs being carried out on our beautiful steeple 

that is suffering from some premature rusting around the collar.  

 

 

We’ll call it the St Andrew’s – Ring 

Around the Steeple project. 

 

The company known as Cleroux 

Renovations are specialists in steeple 

repair and are carting off the infected 

collar to be repaired and then 

redesigned for better drainage, at their 

shop near Casselman and then back 

for reinstallation. It should all be done 

in a week or so if the weather 

cooperates and so far, forecasts are 

favorable.
 

 



It feels early to be into Lent already - and without our Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Supper that we had to cancel this year - Ash Wednesday just sort of came and went 

with very little fanfare.   
 
Last year - Give It up for the Earth - ran from March 1 to April 13, whereas this year 

along with Lent, runs from February 14
th
 to March 29

th
.  

 
For those that were in church last week, the bulletin held the beginnings of a series 

of weekly resources that Luane carefully compiled to guide us through this year’s 

Lenten journey.  By printing and publishing this series of Lenten reflections, prayers, 

hymns, and meditations in our weekly bulletins and in the e-News, we hope to offer 

a certain continuity and a common theme for use though out the forty-day journey.   

This will bring us to Easter with a sense of arriving at the completion of a common 

journey. 
 

 
 

These texts - taken and 

adapted from “There’s 

No ATM In The 

Wilderness - Daily 

Reflections for Lent. ” -  

aim to explore where we 

spend our time and 

money and will blend 

well with the parallel 

plan to again “Give it up 

for the earth” 

throughout the Lenten 

Journey.  

 

 
 

 

 

Our theme of the promises of God, as well as an on-going, developing rainbow for 

the children, are about our promises and commitments to Him and His to us. 
 
Although the original series of Reflections is designed for daily reading, Luane has 

compiled a summary for each week. 
 



 

We encourage you to keep a Lenten 

Journal, to track your own journey of 

mindfulness.  There has been much 

research into the mental health benefits 

of Journaling.  You may find, as you 

journal, that your mind opens to new 

ideas, or that you notice a change from 

the start to end of your Lenten journey.  

Perhaps you will find it helpful to look at the reading the first day of the week and 

follow with the prayer.  You might then just consider one of the posed questions 

each day.  Use it, if it is helpful, for your journey through the “wilderness”, and to 

delve into what you might offer. 
 
 “Your Gold and silver have rusted, and their rust 

will be evidence against you….” (James 5:3) 
 
We hardly handle money any more.  So how would James 

phrase this admonition today? Your plastic has become dog-eared? 

Your magnetic strip has worn thin?  Sorry, but there are no ATM’s in this 

wilderness? 
 
We are hopeful that in the sharing of this, it may open dialogue, spirits and minds.  

Please find below week One resources: 

 
 

Week 1 : Colour Purple - Where your heart is    

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” 

Matthew 6:21, Luke 12:24 

 



  Prayer 

Loving God, it’s so easy to take you for granted 

Until I really need you. 

It is so easy to forget that my treasure lies within you, 

Not with the things of this world. 

It’s much easier to think that I’ve done it all by myself, 

That I’m in control, that I don’t need you. 

Remind me that if I lose all that I have acquired, 

I really have lost nothing. You are all that I need 

And sometimes I have to lose the treasures in this world 

To see clearly what I have only glimpsed dimly. Amen 

    Journal Reflection 

We often believe financial resources will free us, when in fact they enslave us. 

• Have you ever had a serious financial loss? What were your feelings? 

• How did you see God at this time? 

• If you could get rid of three material things in your life, what would they be? 

• Which items in your wallet would be hardest to replace if lost? Why? 

• What items your wallet suggest is important in your life? 

• What do the contents say, if anything, about your spiritual values? 

   Hymn: Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 



 

Last Sunday’s Annual General 

Meeting was the 230
th
 time that our 

congregation met since the very 

beginning of the institution in 

Williamstown. It wasn’t a United 

Church then of course, but what a 

special event when you think of how 

much history has taken place inside 

the walls of our church, over the last 

couple of centuries.

There are no official minutes out yet, but it was sort of a ‘business as usual’ type of 

AGM, with no real controversial issues to be handled, discussed, or reported on 

Our water issues are not resolved yet, it would seem we are just a matter of days 

away from having our system up and running again, I’ll keep you posted. 

 

 

TOMORROW, Sunday, February 

18
th
  :  Is the absolute final deadline to 

order your annual subscription of the 

United Church Observer. Pat Durin is 

the member in charge and will be 

collecting the subscription info and 

your $25. fee. Pat will be attending 

church this week on Feb. 18
th
 and that 

will be the last opportunity to submit 

your order

Upcoming Sunday Morning Worship Services  

 
Sunday, February 18

th
 : 1

st
 week of LENT: Worship Leader: Rev. Ruth Draffin 



 
February 13th to March 29th 2018 : Give it up for the Earth!  

The Give it up for the Earth! Initiative is asking participants to make a pledge*, to 

reduce their personal GHG emissions and to send their pledged commitment to 

the Minister of Environment.  The goal is to signal to the government that 

Canadians – especially Canadian Christians – are prepared to make lifestyle 

changes in order to reduce our GHG emissions. And, that we want our 

government to match and exceed these actions with policy changes that will move 

us further and faster towards international climate change goals. Get motivated & 

watch the video: https://vimeo.com/202217588  & https://cpj.ca/for-the-earth  

And here is the pledge card: https://cpj.ca/pledge  

 

 

The Churches of South Glengarry  

Wednesday: Noon 

February & March 2018 

All services held at St.Andrew's 

Presbyterian Church, S.Lancaster 

11:30am Meditative music &  

12-noon Worship service 

*********************************************** 

Lenten services as in many past years – will be each Wednesday of Lent.  

Worship leadership and music as well as lunch are provided by the local churches 

in our Williamstown – Lancaster area. St-Andrews Untied- Williamstown will be 

hosting on March 21
st
 when we provide worship leader, music and soup and 

sandwiches. 

February 14, 21, & 28 

March 7, 14, & 21 

A free will offering will be received with the proceeds going to the Canadian 

Foodgrains Bank through it's local affiliate. For more information call 613-347-

1363 

 

https://vimeo.com/202217588
https://cpj.ca/for-the-earth
https://cpj.ca/pledge


 

Friday, March 2  : World Day of 

Prayer: This year St. Mary’s - 

Williamstown  will host a Service 

written by women of Suriname. 

World Day of Prayer represents 

Informed Prayer. Prayerful Action 

together in spirit, uniting on a 

common day to pray for relevant 

issues affecting women and children.  

Now imagine Christians in more than 170 countries and in 2000 communities 

across Canada gathering to learn about, to pray, and to celebrate in solidarity with 

the women of Suriname through this initiative with a theme of “All of God's 

Creation is Very Good". Please invite your friends and family to join you at the 

World Day of Prayer, an international event organized by women since 1922. 
 
FYI: Suriname, officially known as the 

Republic of Suriname, is a sovereign 

state on the northeastern Atlantic coast 

of South America. Bordered by 

French Guiana to the east, Guyana to 

the west and Brazil to the south, and at 

just under 165,000 square kilometers 

(64,000 square miles), it is the smallest 

country in South America.  

To learn more about Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada see the web-site 

www.wicc.org, www.facebook/WICCCanada 

 

I’m going to stop apologizing for slipping into your mailbox later than I expected and 

just be happy that I can find the time to get it out at all. I was pretty pleased with my 

self today as I eyed my mini-quiche, my homemade bread, my chili, and my 

brownies.  It really was a good day after all.   

I’ll do my best to get a copy of the newsletter out every week during Lent, some of 

them may be short, but will share the Lenten Weekly Guide at the very least. 



 

As for us, you can find more 

information about St-Andrew's United Church on our website or on our Facebook 

page. Check it out!  www.standrewsunited.org   and 

https://www.facebook.com/standrewsunitedwilliamstown    

 
If you have news that you would like to share in the e-News, please send an e-mail 

to williamstowncommunityenews@gmail.com with: “E-NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENT” in the Subject line. 

 

SMiles  

 

Melanie   
   

 

 
Should you wish to unsubscribe to this e-NEWS letter please reply to this e-mail and write ‘UNSUBSCRIBE” in the 

subject line. Thank you    

 

Melanie Dawson  

(613)528-4444  

Secretary to the Congregation  

St-Andrews United Church Williamstown  

(613)347-2063  

5793 Church Street 

 PO Box 157  

Williamstown, ON  

K0C 2J0 

 

http://www.standrewsunited.org/
https://www.facebook.com/standrewsunitedwilliamstown

